
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF AUGUST 19, 2014 

 

 

The Work Session of August 19, 2014 was called to order at 3:10 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the meeting to public comments. 

 

Stuart Harting joined the meeting at 3:10 p.m. to discuss placement of various art pieces 

in the downtown area.  The Commissioners agreed to these specific pieces.  Mr. Harting 

left the meeting at 3:40 p.m.   

 

The Commissioners reviewed an offer from David Hunter to display a painting of Elizabeth 

Haddon’s marriage proposal in Borough Hall.  After a brief discussion it was agreed to 

allow the display for a six (6) month trial period. 

 

The Administrator provided an update on information requested by Mayor Kasko at the 

July 15, 2014 work session on the Auditor Services Request for Proposal (RFP).  The 

Commissioners agreed to appoint Bowman & Company at the September 9, 2014 

Commissioner Meeting. 

 

The Solicitor reviewed the ordinance submitted for approval by Comcast Cable.  He 

noted that if more than 60 percent of the town is provided services by Comcast, then the 

State’s Statute provide that Comcast must pay the municipality 3.5% of the gross fees 

associated with those services.  In very general terms this ordinance indicates that they 

will pay us two (2) percent of the gross revenues from all recurring charges in the nature 

of subscription fees paid by subscribers for cable television reception service in the 

municipality or any higher amount permitted by the Act or otherwise allowable by law, 

whichever is greater.  Previously the rate was 3.5 percent and we annually received 

checks that were roughly $85,000.  He has already spoken with the contact for Comcast, 

who has stated that they will work on the wording in that portion of the ordinance and 

get back to him.  The Commissioners agreed to pull the ordinance from the 7:30 p.m. 

agenda. 

 

A request for partial reimbursement of parking permit fees already paid was reviewed.  

In addition to other permits this company purchases on a quarterly basis, they purchased 

a $75 permit for an employee who has left the first one month into using this quarterly 

permit.  They are asking for a reimbursement of $50.  The Administrator indicated that to 

the best of her knowledge this type of reimbursement has not been done in the past.  

After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed that they would not allow the 

reimbursement. 

 

It was requested by the Administrator to pull from the agenda the ordinance from the 

7:30 p.m. agenda regarding various Land Use Laws to be updated.  She would like to 

have additional time to work on the Shade Tree Commission portion regarding trees.  

Specifically in question is the change in policy to allow an applicant to make a donation 



 

 

to the tree fund if they are not able to replace all the required trees on their own property 

and how the donation of $350 was determined.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested 

reaching out to the engineer since he has a schedule of costs for projects that affect 

trees.  Additionally, the new requirement for homeowners to notify potential buyers that 

the property is in the historic district was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to have a 

notice sent out to the real estate agents in the area so that they are aware of this 

requirement.  The Commissioners also agreed to move this ordinance to the September 

9, 2014 agenda for introduction. 

 

The 15 minute parking pilot program instituted in February 2014 was reviewed.  This 

program allowed for 15 minute parking at the two meters on the Starbucks side of 

Haddon Avenue at the intersection with Kings Highway East.  The Administrator stated 

that the Police Department is happy with this program and there have been no 

complaints to-date.  The Commissioners were asked if they would like to have another six 

(6) month trial or make the program permanent.  Commissioner Rochford stated that 

both the Police Chief and Parking Enforcement Officer have both indicated to him that 

the program is working well.  The Commissioners agreed to an ordinance change at the 

September 9, 2014 agenda to make this permanent. 

 

Current vacancies on various boards and commissions were reviewed the by the 

Commissioners.  The Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) recommendation for their 

Alternate II vacancy was approved unanimously, as well as the re-appointment of the 

Borough’s Office of Emergency Management (OEM) Coordinator.  The Commissioners 

then reviewed the Zoning Board appointments.  After lengthy discussions it was agreed 

that the Commissioners needed to interview various candidates.  Both Commissioner 

Rochford and Commissioner Moscatelli agreed that due to their disagreement on certain 

re-appointment that those appointments would not be approved unanimously at the 

Commissioner Meeting.  Commissioner Rochford asked the Solicitor if it would be 

acceptable to ask each candidate to write a one page document giving their 

philosophy on how zoning should be handled in Haddonfield.  The Solicitor noted that 

this would be an acceptable request.  The Commissioners agreed that all of the 

appointments would be on the September 9, 2014 agenda. 

 

The Administrator reviewed her recent meeting with the architect for the library 

renovations to review the final cost estimates.  The estimated cost as the start of this 

process was $1.8 million, but did not include a new roof or improvements to the heating 

and air conditioning.  It also did not include the various improvements that have been 

requested by the Library Board.  Our cost in now anticipated to be approximately $1.319 

million, which includes the roof and HVAC improvements.  The improvements requested 

by the Library Board are approximately $349,000.  The bond ordinance requested is for 

$1.827 million.  This includes all the construction costs, as well as additional funding for 

scope and site plan engineering and bonding costs.  Another $75,000 is added in for “just 

in case” issues.  The architect has already included a 10% contingency, however, with 

the age of the building it is best to prepare for additional costs.  If we do not spend them 

we can cancel that portion and not include them in future permanent bonding.  It was 

agreed that the Solicitor will draw up and agreement between the Borough and the 

Library Board for the $349,000 that will be coming from them.  The Commissioners agreed 

to the amount of the bond, as well as the Solicitor drawing up the agreement. 



 

 

 

A request for a horse and wagon ride from the Historical Society was reviewed by the 

Commissioners.  This is for the Centennial Fair on Saturday, September 27th from noon to 

4:00 p.m.  Although the event will be held entirely on the Historical Society’s Greenfield 

Hall property, the horse and wagon rides would be on borough streets.  Commissioner 

Rochford expressed concerns that the route included Grove Street, which might still be 

under construction at that time.  The Administrator stated that the road should be finished 

when school starts.  The Commissioners agreed to allow the horse and wagon. 

 

The August 19th 7:30 p.m. Commissioner Meeting agenda was reviewed.  The 

Administrator indicted that in reference to the curb and crosswalk bids all the crosswalks 

will be done in thermoplastic.  She then reviewed the change orders on the agenda.  She 

then noted that there is a new movie night be authorized. 

 

It was agreed to move the discussion on the Recreation Council to a work session in 

September.  Mayor Kasko stated that an ordinance still needs to be done, but he wanted 

to make sure that it was still under Commissioner Moscatelli because of the field use. 

 

The Administrator reminded the Commissioners that at their last work session they 

decided to give themselves time to review what items they would like the Planning Board 

(PB) to review.  Commissioner Rochford questioned if this should not be held off until after 

a decision is made regarding 605 Warwick Road.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested 

sending them a copy of an email recently received by a resident on this topic as a 

starting point, but with the discretion to look at other topics, too.  The Commissioners 

agreed to this, as well as including the Zoning Board (ZB) in the sub-committee to look 

into these issues. 

 

Mayor Kasko announced that there were no new topics to discuss from PfH.  

Commissioner Rochford noted that the owner of the shoe repair store may be retiring 

soon and it might be nice to do something to honor him. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if there was going to be any type of festivity for the 

current Superintendent of Public Works since he has put in his resignation.  The 

Administrator replied that the Borough only does something for those employees who are 

retiring.  Commissioner Rochford suggested writing a letter or appreciation, which the 

Commissioners agreed should be done.  Mayor Kasko asked for an update on the search 

for a new Superintendent.  Both the Administrator and Commissioner Moscatelli provided 

an update on the current status. 

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that a resident had recently come to 

Borough hall looking for regulations on the placement of beehives on private property.  

In this situation the neighbor has placed a beehive on their own property, however, the 

bees are using the resident’s birdbath as their water source.  This causes a major concern 

for the resident as she is extremely allergic to bees.  The Administrator noted that she has 

found out that every hive must be registered with the State.  The State will perform 

inspections on the hives to ensure that they are not diseased.  Additionally, the State 

provides guidelines for the keeping of hives in a populated area.  She suggested that an 



 

 

ordinance be drafted which adopts these guidelines.  The Commissioners agreed to look 

into this further. 

 

The Commissioners were then informed that the County is interested in going out to bid 

for the placement of trash once it has been removed from the resident’s properties.  This 

bid would include all municipalities within the County.  Furthermore, the Borough has 

participated in this bid in the past.  The Commissioners agreed to be included in this bid 

process again. 

 

A letter from former mayor Tish Colombi regarding the illegal placement of signs in town 

was reviewed.  It was suggested to put information out in Municipal Matters on this topic, 

as well as possibly adding something to the next tax bill insert. 

 

The Commissioners were asked if they wanted to advertise for the positions on the newly 

created Senior Citizen Commission.  The Commissioners agreed to advertise for these 

positions.  Mayor Kasko indicated that he would like to be able to make these 

appointments no later than October. 

 

The Administrator briefly reviewed the engineers report.  No questions were asked. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the 30-year Roadway Cost Analysis from the engineer.  

The bottom line is that we should be spending $2.8 million per year on average.  This 

means that we need to start increasing the cash portion of our road program now, even 

though it will take some time to reach that spending level.  One way to do this could be 

to increase the bonding portion by $63,000 and by cash portion by $77,000 over the next 

30 years.  We need to start thinking about this now for the next budget cycling.  

Additionally, if we have $12 million remaining after the sale of the utility and paying off 

the necessary bonds, we can re-pave roads that are beyond the life span now.  Mayor 

Kasko asked what happens to the proceeds from the sale of the utility.  The Administrator 

replied that the Borough must pay off callable bonds and put the rest in a trust.  There 

are three options for the remaining monies: 

 

1. Put in a trust and call the general obligation debt; 

2. Use the money to replace the principal payments; or 

3. Use the money for the road program 

 

The Commissioners complimented the Administrator for the analysis work she has done 

on this project.  Commissioner Rochford reviewed the discussions from a recent Rotary 

Club meeting that was about the sale of the utility. 

 

Rose Alemi and former mayor Jack Tarditi joined the meeting at 5:35 p.m. to discuss the 

First Night activities for this year.  Ms. Alemi noted that this is the 17th year for this event.  

Mr. Tarditi stated that this event attracts over 7,000 people from Haddonfield and the 

surround areas.  He then reviewed new children’s programs that are being added to the 

event and spoke about the importance of having Commissioner involvement regarding 

the fireworks.  Lastly Mr. Tarditi noted that there are only two successful First Night events 

in south Jersey – here and in Ocean City.  Commissioner Rochford cautioned to make 

sure that the road closures are well publicized.  Ms. Alemi stated that they are working 



 

 

closely with PfH.  She also suggested getting photo shoots done, with quotes in the local 

papers and magazines.  The kick off for this year’s event will occur at the Fall Festival.  Ms. 

Alemi and Mr. Tarditi left the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Mayor Kasko announced that he has received a petition from the residents of Windsor 

Avenue for a 4-way stop sign at Wood Lane.  Commissioner Rochford replied that he has 

talked to the Police Department and the engineer about this request and has been told 

that the traffic count does not justify a 4-way stop sign.  It did note, however, that the 

State regulations for 4-way stop signs has changed recently for those areas around 

schools.  Commissioner Moscatelli indicated that one could be done now at Centre 

Street and Lincoln Avenue.  Commissioner Rochford stated that all of these areas needs 

to be looked at.  The Administrator reminded the Commissioners that this topic was being 

pushed into the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) discussions.  It was agreed that the 

Administrator will send out a response letter to everyone who signed the petition. 

 

At 6:00 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

negotiations for the purchase of 65 N. Haddon Avenue.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 6:25 p.m. where the motion made 

included the adjournment of the meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk  


